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“The United Church of Mapleton is a Christian fellowship 

of mission, worship, and faith formation  dedicated  

to the Maple River community.” 

 

 



THE UNITED CHURCH OF MAPLETON 

  9:00am Sunday Worship    1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month: 6-7pm       

  9:00am Nursery Care   G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together)  

  10:00am Coffee & Fellowship   A meal will be served. 

    

  www.unitedchurchmapleton.org        secretary@unitedchurchmapleton.org 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

1    New Year’s Day 
 

2 
9:00-11:00am Kilties  

3 
9:00am Worship with 
Communion  and  
Loaves & Fishes Food 
Shelf Collection 
10:00am Conf. Class 

4 
 

5 
6:30am 

Men’s Breakfast in  
Good Thunder 

 
1:00pm Quilting 

 
6:00-8:00pm  

Cooking Matters Class 
 

6 
6:00—7:00pm 

GIFT: Generations In 
Faith Together 

7 
 

8 9 
8:30—10:30am 

 Community Breakfast 
at St. John Lutheran 

 
9:00-11:00 a.m. Kilties 
 
 

10 
9:00am Worship  
10:00am Conf. Class 
5:00pm Chili Cookoff 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
7:00pm  

Women’s Fellowship 

12 
6:30am  

Men’s Breakfast in 
Good Thunder 

 
6:00-8:00pm  

Cooking Matters Class 
 
 

13 
 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16     RECYCLE! 
    
 
 
 

9:00-11:00am Kilties  

17 
9:00am Worship with  
Youth Center   
Collection 
10:00am Annual 
Meeting in Fellowship 
Hall 
 
 

18 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day 

 

19 
6:30am  

Men’s Breakfast in 
Good Thunder 

 
3:00-6:00pm United 
Church Loaves & 
Fishes workday 

 
6:00-8:00pm  

Cooking Matters Class 

20 
6:00—7:00pm 

GIFT: Generations In 
Faith Together 

 
7:00pm 

Church Council 

21 
 

22 

8:00am Newsletter 
articles/reports are  

due into the church  
office 

23 
9:00am-noon United 

Church Loaves & 
Fishes workday 

24 
9:00am Worship  
10:00am Conf. Class 
 
 
__________________ 
31 
9:00am Worship  
10:00am Conf. Class 

25 
 

26 
6:30am  

Men’s Breakfast in 
Good Thunder 

 
6:00-8:00pm  

Cooking Matters Class 
 
 

27 
 

28 29 30 

January 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 



 

 
 

Phone: (507) 524-3141 

 

 
 

Church Financial Envelope 

 For privacy and ease, please make 

a notation on the front of your envelope: 

c/o Financial Secretary. Thank you! 
 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a prayer request, please call Karen 

Stanton at (507) 327-8168 or Joyce Johnson at  

524-3727. Please let them know your prayer  request, 

including the name of the person to pray for if       

applicable, and whether or not you would like your 

request included in the church’s public prayer list or 

if you’d prefer the request be kept privately within 

the prayer chain. 
 

Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf 

 Sunday, January 3rd, 2016 we will collect 

donations for the Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf.  

Please consider giving monetary gifts and/or  

non-perishable items to this meaningful mission. 
  

The Maple River Youth Center 

 Sunday, January 17th, 2016 the Coffee 

Hour and Collection jar will go towards helping   

support our local youth at the youth center.  

 

 

The Voice 
The Newsletter of The United Church of Mapleton 

January 2016 
Page 3 

 

How to Contact Pastor Ashley 

 Pastor Ashley’s cell phone number is  

(507) 381-8199 and her email is  

pastor@unitedchurchmapleton.org.  

Her usual weekly schedule includes these times and 

places. Monday Sabbath. Tuesday 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

church office, noon-1:00 p.m. Pastors’ Preaching 

Text Study Group in Mankato, 3:00-5:00 p.m. Maple 

River Youth Center. Wednesday noon--1:00 p.m. 

Maggie J’s Restaurant (Location for Community  

Office Hours may change occasionally and will be       

announced here), 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 

p.m. G.I.F.T. Thursday 9:00 a.m.-noon church office, 

2:00-3:00 p.m. Bible Study. Friday Sermon writing. 

At other times, she may be making pastoral visits or 

be serving elsewhere in the community. Please feel 

free to contact her for a visit or meeting! 
   

Sign-Up for Lay Readers and Ushers 

 Please sign-up on the sheet posted on the 

bulletin board outside the main office. Thank you 

in advance for your service.  

 If you would like more information, please 

contact Marian Mallory or any member of the  

Diaconate. 

Date: January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 

Greeters: Clint Lindemann Doug and Laura 

Fritz 

Louise Webb Ruth Cumming 

Coffee Hour: Diaconate Youth Center 

 

Women’s  

Fellowship 

Christian  

Education 

Head Usher: David and  

Roberta Ward 

Ruth Cumming Stan and Linda 

Whitney 

Dan and Sue 

Prenzlow 

January 31 

Mabelle Larson 

Loaves &  

Fishes Food 

Shelf 

Darlene Fezler 

Lay Reader: Sue Prenzlow Jack Madsen Pam Foster Darlene Fezler Stan or Linda 

Whitney 



                                      Page 4 
 

Pastor’s Corner – January 2016 
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.” 

John 1:1-5, 14, 16 (NRSV) 
 

As we live in the Christmas season (the time between Christmas Day and Epiphany, twelve days later) and 
into a New Year, may these two poems by Denise Levertov help guide our life of prayer, discipleship, and worship 
together. 

The first, On the Mystery of the Incarnation, reminds me of the awe inherent to Christmas and the           
incarnation of God in the person of Jesus Christ. I’ve known about this poem for a couple years now, and it’s a 
beautiful reminder of how God chose (and continually chooses) to be born (and reborn) in the medium of imperfect 
human flesh as our guest, brother, and the living Word. 

It's when we face for a moment 
the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know 
the taint in our own selves, that awe 
cracks the mind's shell and enters the heart: 
not to a flower, not to a dolphin, 
to no innocent form 
but to this creature vainly sure 
it and no other is god-like, God 
(out of compassion for our ugly 
failure to evolve) entrusts, 
as guest, as brother, 
the Word. 

I was recently introduced to another of Levertov’s poems, The Avowal, through a Christian Century article by L. 
Roger Owens. In it, Owens says that this poem is the perfect poem for a new year because “its image of life with 
God can serve as a corrective for those times when a self-help, seize-control mentality slips in.”  

As swimmers dare 
to lie face to the sky 
and water bears them, 
as hawks rest upon air 
and air sustains them, 
so would I learn to attain 
freefall, and float 
into Creator Spirit’s deep embrace, 
knowing no effort earns 
that all-surrounding grace. 
Owens also points his readers to a quote by Carmelite sister Ruth Burrows, who says, “On our side, prayer 

is simply being there. … Prayer is not our activity, our getting in touch with God, our coming to grips with or  
making ourselves desirable to God. … We must bear in mind that all we are trying to do is to help ourselves be 
present for God to love us.” 

In this Christmastide and New Year, rather than allowing ourselves to be tempted by the myth of perfect 
self-determination promised by infinite numbers of self-help books or despair at the pain and imperfection of our 
humanity, may we instead seek and find the all-surrounding grace that God entrusts to us in and through the       
incarnate Christ and in every new day and new year. 

Amen. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Ashley 

 
______________________ 
 

L. Roger Owens, The Poem I Need Most This Time of Year, Christian Century Blog, December 30, 2015 
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In Our Prayers 
Our church prayer list includes: 

 Those with ongoing health concerns: Norma Baack, Kathy Cramer, Dawn Dietz, Janie Firstbrook, 
Mary Beth Fritz, Aubrielle Howley, David Keller, Marian Mallory, Lloyd Mitchell, Alberta            
Samuelson, Stan Solie 

 Family members and loved ones who are ill       
 Traveling mercies for our members, family, and friends 
 All those who are grieving and mourning 
 Those affected by mental illness, including anxiety and depression 
 Those recovering from recent health challenges: Jack Madsen, Sue Prenzlow, Eli (husband of Mary 

Dietz, the sister of Dawn and Dick Dietz) 
 Those undergoing ongoing health treatments: Marian Mallory 
 Former President Jimmy Carter, a lifelong Baptist, who announced that he has cancer in his brain and 

is undergoing treatment 
 Gabe Samuelson, who is in Advance Individual Training for computers and communications for 

the Army Reserves in Augusta, Georgia through March 
 All those affected by the ongoing crisis in Syria and the hundreds of thousands of refugees  
 fleeing the Middle East 
 Roberta Ward, who had a seizure Saturday morning. She had several tests Saturday to determine 

the cause and is waiting for the results 
 Pat Larson of Mapleton, who is having open heart surgery on Wednesday in Rochester 
 Clark Dobbs, formerly of Mapleton, family member of Carolyn Becker, who had surgery for a blood 

clot in his brain. He is recovering slowly in St. Paul 
 Bill Pfeffer, who had shoulder surgery on December 14th and is now recovering at home 

The prayer requests and praises shared with the congregation during last month’s worship  
services include: 
Thanksgiving: 

 For my mom, that she may have a wonderful birthday today and many more to come! 
 To be here this morning and for all the prayers (from Roberta) 
 For Glen and Alberta Samuelson’ 65th wedding anniversary and that they can celebrate it with family 

  
Prayers: 

 For families without a church home, that they may find one and grow in faith 
 For our military, that God may watch over all of them and keep them safe and well 
 For a good friend’s grandson, “RJ,” who is currently in Rochester waiting for heart surgery 
 For Marian, that her arm heals and the pain will go away 
 For Dick Wishart, who had heart surgery at Abbott Hospital in Minneapolis 
 For Jim Carey as he recovers from surgery to remove fluid from his brain due to a fall and a bump to 

the head 
 For those affected by the car accident near Beauford this morning  
 For healthy newborn babies 
 For the family of Sue Klein, a beloved mother and friend 
 For great grandma Neda who is a t the Mapleton Community Home 
 That everyone can have a good Christmas regardless of their circumstances or what they are going 

through 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 

 

 



 
 

Sunday Morning Wheelchair Assistance 

 If you are in need of wheelchair assistance  

on Sunday mornings, please let us know by calling 

the church office at (507) 524-3141 ahead of time to 

make arrangements or you may have an usher assist 

you on Sunday morning when you arrive at the 

church. 

 There is a ramp located on the east side of  

the church which can be utilized by parking in the 

east parking lot. If it is too difficult for you to push  

a wheelchair up the ramp, please feel free to contact 

an Usher or Deacon for assistance. 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee 

The Pastoral Relations committee (PRC)   

exists to foster healthy and clear communication   

between pastor and congregation. PRC meetings are 

a regular and confidential means of support and    

accountability for the pastor. 

PRC members keep their ear to the ground in  

the congregation to help keep the pastor in-the-know  

about possible issues or concerns, and they can bring 

constructive and addressable concerns to the pastor 

from the congregation. 

Our PRC members are Laura Fritz,    

Warren Alleven, and Joyce Johnson. 
 

Pastoral Care Connections 

 If you or a family member is ill, in the  

hospital, is homebound, would like a pastoral care 

visit for any reason, or would like to be added to our 

weekly prayer list, please let the church know! 

 Feel free to contact Pastor Ashley, a Deacon, 

or the church office to let us know so that we may 

serve you. 

 Pastor Ashley’s phone number is:  

(507) 381-8199 and the church phone number is: 

(507) 524-3141. Thank you! 
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Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf 

 Loaves & Fishes hours are Tuesdays from 

3:00-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00-Noon. The 

food shelf is always in need of volunteers to work. 

Please contact your church food shelf board member 

to volunteer! 
 

Maple River Youth Center 

 A mission jar will be in the back of the      

Sanctuary on the third Sunday of each month for 

this local mission. 
 

Senior Dining/Meals on Wheels of Mapleton 

 You are invited to dine at the Town &  

Country Leisure Center! Nutritious and delicious 

Meals are served daily, Monday through Friday 

at 11:30 a.m. The cost of a meal is $4.00, as a   

suggested donation for those 60+. Low-salt and    

diabetic meals are available. Stay afterwards to play 

cards or games and to enjoy the company of others.  

 Meals on Wheels is also available for those 

who wish to eat at home. Call Darlene at  

(507) 524-4868 for more information or to reserve 

your meal. 

 Meals are being furnished by Maple River 

School, Mapleton. You may also look for us on  

Facebook. 
 

Free Community Breakfast 

 On the second Saturday of each month,  

everyone in the community is invited to a free  

breakfast held at St. John Lutheran Church. See you  

Saturday, January 9th from 8:30-10:30 a.m.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100th Birthday Celebration! 

 Please join our family to celebrate the 100th 

birthday for Sylvia Moore on Sunday, January 

3, 2016, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Mapleton T&C  

Leisure Center, 304 2nd Ave. NE, Mapleton, MN. 

Your presence is your gift. Please R.S.V.P. to  

507-340-4023.  

 

Annual Reports 

 Please submit all board, committee 

and group annual reports into the  

church office by, and no later than  

Friday, January 8th, 2016.  

Thank you so much for your  

consideration!  



 
 

Annual Meeting Updates 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be 

held following our regular Sunday morning worship 

service on January 17th, 2016, to review the 2015 

Financials, approve the 2016 Budget, and to approve 

the 2016 Committees and Boards. Everyone is  

invited to participate.  Coffee and rolls will be 

served by the Women’s Fellowship.    

 Annual Reports are due into the church 

office by Friday, January 8th, 2016. Please submit 

your reports electronically and in an attachment 

(not a paper copy) to the church office by emailing 

Sheila at secretary@unitedchurchmapleton.org. 

Thank you! 
 

Children’s Sunday School Teachers Needed! 

 The Board of Christian Education and our 

new Christian Education Coordinator are in need of 

teachers to help with the Children’s Sunday School 

class. This class is for children PreK-2nd grade   

during Sunday morning worship after the Message 

for God’s Children and will be offered every Sunday 

beginning January 3rd. We already have teachers 

through January 17th, but could you help with a 

Sunday after then? Give it a try! All ages and both 

men and women are welcome. No long-term      

commitment required. 

 You’re invited to sign up on your own or in 

pairs. Pre-selected stand-alone lessons are available 

next to a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside 

the church office. Simply choose a lesson that looks 

like fun to you and prepare it for your selected    

Sunday. If no children on that Sunday are interested 

in Sunday School, then hang on to your lesson and 

sign up for another Sunday. It’s that easy! 

 Pastor Ashley recently spoke with several 

young families from our church and they all said that 

Sunday School is an important ministry for their 

children. By having a wide variety of teachers for 

Sunday School, you can help ensure the long-term 

viability of this ministry and help our children have 

a meaningful faith formation experience.  

Teaching is also a great way to get to know the   

children and families of The United Church.      

Children aren’t the future of the church—they are 

the church, here and now. How can you help support 

them as they seek to grow in their faith? Thank you! 
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Chili Cook-off and Silent Auction 

 Our Chili Cook-off and Silent Auction will 

be held Sunday, January 10th, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall. Contestants choose from three 

categories: Mild ‘n’ Mellow, Hot ‘n’ Spicy, or White 

‘n’ Light and provide 5 quarts of chili for tasting. 

Entries must arrive to the church by 4:00 p.m. on      

Sunday, January 10th. There will be one winner in 

each category, plus one overall winner. Winners will 

be selected by popular vote through a blind taste  

testing. Entry deadline is Wednesday, January 6th, 

2016.  All proceeds will benefit Cows for  

Christmas-Heifer International. 

 We are also accepting items for Silent      

Auction such as gift certificates, gift card,  

handcrafted items, baked goods, gift baskets and  

other services. 

 For more information, to register as a chili 

contestant or donate items for the auction, please 

contact the church office at 507-524-3141 or  

Marian Mallory at 507-524-3000.  
 

Women’s Fellowship Program 

 You are invited to the Women’s Fellowship 

meeting on Monday, January 11th to hear Carolyn 

Becker speak about Master Gardening. All ladies of 

the church are invited to attend! 
 

Women’s Fellowship 

December 14, 2015 

 President Louse Webb opened our meeting 

with devotions base on Psalm 139:16,17. There were 

seven members present.  

Secretary’s Report: given and accepted. 

Sonshine Committee: Mabelle sent out 16 cards in 

the month of November.  

Business: All the poinsettia plants were delivered 

and everyone loved them! The Christmas quilt was 

bought by Dick Dietz. 

Louise worked the Parent’s Night Out supper for the 

children. There will be a Chili Cook-off at the church 

on Sunday January 10th. The Annual Meeting is set 

for January 17, 2016. The Women’s Fellowship will 

be serving rolls and coffee for this meeting. We will 

be trading our January coffee hour date with the 

Christian Education Board.  

 Our next meeting date will be January 11th, 

2016. Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Darlene Fezler, Secretary 
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Board of Trustees Report 

December 15, 2015 

Board Members Present: Dick Dietz, Ron Conrad, Gary Fritz, Lisa Shubert, Patrick Pfeffer, Sean Mallory 
Treasurer: Keith McCutchen 
Guest: Ginny Kinzie 
Meeting called to order by Dick Dietz at 7:04 pm. 
Secretary’s minutes from November meeting reviewed. 
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Patrick Pfeffer, seconded by Gary Fritz. Motion passed. 
Treasurer’s report was reviewed.  
Bills to be paid were presented.  
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and the bills to be paid was made by Ron Conrad and seconded by Gary 
Fritz. Motion passed. 
Capital Campaign 
Payment for pledges continue to be made. 
Alter Lighting project 
Tabled. Still need additional bids. 
Parsonage Bathroom 
Fix is in progress and expected to be completed by the end of the week. Faucet appears to be leaking. Dick will   
replace the faucet himself. 
Parsonage Furnace and Water Heater Replacement 
Replacement of the furnace and water heater has been completed. Because of the current system’s setup, it was not 
going to be cost effective to put in an on-demand water heater so it was replaced with a standard energy efficient 
water heater. 
Parsonage Outside Lighting 
Healy Electric is fixing the issues with the outside lighting. 
Church Bell Tower Bricks 
The Building committee needs to look at the bell tower to see if the brick that was laying on the East side ramp fell 
off from there. If so, we need to look at what repairs need immediate attention.  
West Parking Lot Light 
This light does not appear to be consistently working. The Building committee should watch it to see if there is an 
issue with it and have it fixed if there is.  
Organist replacement 
We had one applicant, Oran Clay, who is a college student from Gustavus.  
Motion to authorize the Personnel Committee to interview and negotiate terms of an agreement with the candidate 
for Director of Music was made by Sean Mallory and seconded by Ron Conrad. Motion passed. 
Money Counters 
Ginny Kinzie has contacted those who have been money counters in the past to see if they would continue to help 
with this on Sundays. She received a good response and feels comfortable with the number of available people. 
December counter will be Dick Dietz. 
January counter will be Chad Kunkel 
Pastor’s Contract 
Discussion continued regarding Pastor Ashley’s contract requests. Since the contract negotiations are really based 
off her 2015 performance, it was decided that the Personnel Committee should not be the ones to do this work. This 
needs to be done by the committee that was in place during the 2015 year.  
 
The Trustees will meet on Sunday, December 20th following services to finalize the contract so it can be presented 
to Pastor Ashley before the end of 2015. 
Next meeting is pending the congregational vote at the Annual Meeting in January. If the proposed             
organization structure is approved, this committee will cease to exist. If the proposed organization structure does not 
pass, the next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 7:00 pm 
Meeting Adjorned – motion made by Sean Mallory at 8:57 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Shubert, Secretary 
 


