The United Church of Mapleton

201 Troendle St SW / PO Box 413 / Mapleton, MN / 56065
507/ 524-3141
www.unitedchurchmapleton.org
Order of Worship
Sunday, March 26, 2017
Our Mission:
The United Church of Mapleton is a Christian fellowship of
mission, worship, and faith formation dedicated to the
Maple River community.
The * symbolizes an invitation to rise in body or spirit.
If you are a visitor today, please fill out the welcome card in
the pew rack and place it in the offering plate later in the service
so that we can get to know each other!
Prelude
Welcome, Announcements & Opening Prayer

*Gathering Song

Lord, Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary
(2 verses—words found on screen)

*Call to Worship
One: As a mother cradles her child to her breast;
All: so does God enfold us with nurturing love.
One: As a father proudly carries his child atop his shoulders;
All: so does God bear us forward into the paths of life.
One: As friends embrace each other warmly
after a long absence;
All: so does God welcome our presence.
One: Held, carried and welcomed, we worship God
in a spirit of joy and with trust in our hearts.
*Unison Prayer

God of soulful love, a love that finds and lifts us in the
most confusing and despairing of times—with gratitude
we enter in this sacred space, not to remain as we are or
have been, but to be led somewhere new. Shepherd us.
Hold us. Carry us homewards into the heart of Love.
Amen.
*Claiming Our Brokenness
Unison Response: Touch our lives that we may see anew.
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Maple River Loaves & Fishes

The March, MN Food Share Campaign, is the only statewide food and
fund drive that raises more than half the food distributed by the 300 food
shelves.
The “Pack the Pews” event will be the weekend of March 24-26. You are
encouraged to bring a grocery bag of non-perishables to your worship
service to be donated to Loaves and Fishes.
The March Campaign also matches the dollar amount donated
throughout the month of March. Remember, for every dollar you
donate, we can buy $10 worth of food using our network which
includes Second Harvest, Dietz Foods and other organizations.
Thank you! Maple River Loaves and Fishes
Mapleton Senior Dining—$2 Buck Tuesdays
Come to the Mapleton Community Center and dine with us at 11:45 a.m.
for $2 on March 28th, April 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th. Call, 507-524-4869
by 12:00 p.m. one day in advance to reserve your meal
St. Teresa Catholic Church Lenten Fish Fry
St. Teresa’s will host their Lenten Fish Fry on Friday, March 31st from
5:00 -7:00 p.m. Menu: all the beer batter fried fish you can eat, baked
potato, salad, roll and beverage.

Open House Today
in Fellowship Hall
to Celebrate Mabelle Larson’s
90th Birthday
from 10:30 am—Noon
Join Mabelle for
coffee and cake

The United Church News, Announcements &
Church Calendar For this Week
Tues, - Thurs., 8 a.m.—Noon are the regular church office hours
Pastor Cindy will be in the office
Tuesday—Thursday from 10:00 am –2:00 pm
TODAY:

*Assurance of God’s Love and Forgiveness
*Song

Just As I Am, Without One Plea

NCH #207

*Extending the Hand of Christian Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Worship w/Faith
Formation for our Children/OGHS Offering

One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering Video

10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 90th Birthday
Celebration for Mabelle Larson

Offering Our Gifts

Tues., 3/28:

6:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast in Good Thunder
1:00 p.m. Quilters
6:00—8:00 p.m. Basketball banquet

Wed., 3/29:

6:00 p.m. Lenten Supper followed by
Holy Conversations

Sun., 4/2:

9:30 a.m. Intergenerational Worship
w/Communion and Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf
Collections
10:30 a.m. Workshop with Pastor Cindy

Next Week’s (4/2) Worship Leaders
Lay Reader: Ginny K inzie
Hospitality Team: Dave and K athy Byram
Organist/Pianist: Jan L ange
Sound System: Dick Dietz

_______________________________________________
In Our Prayers This Week
Members living in Care Facilities:
Norma Baack-Blaisdell., Kathy Cramer, and Alberta Samuelson
Others to hold in our prayers:
 For husband with possibility of kidney growth that could be
cancer. He is having kidney stone blasted on the 30th.
 A friend and his family as he was recently diagnosed with and
treating for colon cancer.
 Mabelle who has shingles
 Lanny Cox, has health concerns
 Thank you Jesus for Clint and Dorothy Lindemann’s 60th wedding
anniversary on 3-28-17

All adults are invited to share any spare change with the
children so they may participate through the offering.
For the month of March, the Mission Jar offerings
(from both front and back jars)
will go to the Jackson Foster Home.

Choir Anthem

Give Thanks

*Singing Our Thanks to God

TUNE: Old Hundreth

God of our lives whose call comes clear,
Through Jesus Christ your presence near.
By Spirit led, your will we heed,
Your grace to show in word and deed. Amen.
*Blessing Our Gifts
All: Loving God, as we illuminate our lives with
fascinating insights and possibilities, we reach
out to share your love through our tithes and
offerings and our investment of time and energy
in tasks to which you call us. All this we offer
now for your blessing, for apart from you, the
light goes out of our lives and we slip into
meaningless existence. Let us, rather, dwell with
you and serve you wherever we go. Amen.
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*Postlude

Message for All of God’s Children

The Children are now free to attend Sunday School.
For children PreK through K please go to Classroom A.
For those in 1st – 5th grades please head to the Youth Room.
Both classrooms are found down the hall upstairs.
Children of any age are invited to remain in worship with their parents
in their pews, in the Family Space in the Overflow Room in the back of
the Sanctuary, or in the Nursery (if they are younger than PreKindergarten age).
Worship Bags, “The Sunday Paper” coloring pages,
and Ministry Card making kits are available
in the back of the Sanctuary.
The Service is piped into the Overflow Room and the Nursery.

*Song

Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound NCH #547
(verses 1-4)

Scripture

Ephesians 5:8-16 & John 9: 1-41

Message w/music video “Give Me Your Eyes”
Sung by Brandon Heath
Prayers of the People
Response: God, of love, hear our prayer.
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who is in heaven, holy is your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For yours is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever & ever. Amen.
*Song to Send Us Forth

(words found on screen)

O God, We Rage at Hurtful Things

TUNE: St. Anne CM

*Blessing
Pastor: Friends, held in the tenderness of God, restored by
the affirming words of Christ, and empowered by the love
of the Spirit, go into this day and this new week alive to
possibilities and alert to the callings of compassion.
All: We go in the peace of God.
We journey with great hope and expectation. Amen.
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Please be mindful of others who continue to
worship through the Postlude.

_____________________________________________________
If You have a Pastoral Emergency or Need
You can contact Pastor Cindy Mueller at
pastor@unitedchurchmapleton.org
Please check your weekly bulletin for
Pastor Cindy’s office hours.
Email secretary at secretary@unitedchurchmapleton.org

_____________________________________________________
Today’s Worship & Fellowship Leaders
Intentional Interim Pastor—Cindy Mueller
Lay Reader—Pam Foster
Hospitality Team—Bill and Linda Pfeffer
Organist/Pianist—Kathy Byram
Sound System—Dick Dietz
Altar Flower Arrangement in honor of: Mabelle Larson
_____________________________________________________
Special Offering Received During March

“Just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to
me.” (Matthew 25:40)
God is most tangibly present in this world where
people hunger, thirst, lack adequate clothing and
shelter, and are sick or imprisoned. Christ claims
people who suffer as family members. Christ is
so present in them that when you feed the
hungry, care for the sick, welcome the stranger
you feed, and care for, and welcome Christ.
When you give through One Great Hour of
Sharing to those who suffer from natural
disasters, war, or systemic poverty, you let them
know: You are here.
PLEASE USE THE SMALL MANILLA ENVELOPES FOUND
IN YOUR PEW THAT ARE MARKED FOR THIS SPECIAL
OFFERING. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUSITY!
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