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Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf 
 Sunday, September 7th, 2014 we will      
collect donations for the Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf.
 Please consider giving monetary gifts and/or 
non-perishable items to this meaningful mission. 
 The United Church supports Loaves &  
Fishes in this way on the first Sunday of each month.  

 

The Well Youth Center 
 Sunday, September 21st, 2014 our Coffee 
Hour and Collection jar will go towards helping  
support our local youth at The Well Youth Center. 
 The United Church supports The Well Youth 
Center in this way each month. 
 

Fall Fling—Sunday, September 7th! 
 The Board of Education announces the 2014 
Fall Fling on Sunday, September 7th immediately 
after Sunday worship in the Fellowship Hall. 
 There will be taco in a bag, popcorn, cookies, 
and bingo with prizes. Come and learn more about 
Sunday School for all ages at The United Church. 
 Sunday School for this fall begins  
Sunday, September 14th. All are welcome! 
 There is more information listed on page 7. 
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Church Financial Envelope 
 For privacy and ease, please make 
a notation on the front of your envelope 
of: 
c/o Financial Secretary.  Thank you! 
 

Prayer Chain 
 If you have a prayer request, please call 
Karen Stanton at 524-4956 or Joyce Johnson at     
524-3727. Please let them know your prayer request, 
including the name of the person to pray for if      
applicable, and whether or not you would like your 
request included in the church’s public prayer list or 
if you’d prefer the request be kept privately within 
the prayer chain. 
 

 

Date: September  7 September 14 September 21 September 28 

Greeters: Delbert and Ella 
Conrad 

Stan and Linda  
Whitney 

David and Roberta 
Ward 

Mabelle Larson 

Coffee 
Hour: 

Diaconate Women’s  
Fellowship 

The Well  
Youth Center 

Board of  
Christian  
Education 

Head 
Usher: 

Wally Johnson Wally Johnson Wally Johnson Wally Johnson 
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Pastor’s Corner 
The Voice – September 2014 
 
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” Isaiah 43:19 
 

The fall season in general, and September in particular here in Mapleton, begins not only a new school 
year, but also what’s called “the program year” in many churches. Here at The United Church, we’ll celebrate 
Fall Fling on September 7th (everyone should come!) with taco in a bag, bingo, and fellowship after worship as 
a way to celebrate the beginning of a new Sunday School year on the next Sunday, September 14th. 

The program year not only marks the return of our Sunday School classes and Bible Study group, but 
it’s also when we begin to collectively shake off the summertime, lake cabins, and vacation mindset and      
rededicate ourselves to the work of the church. It seems to be only natural that summertime is a bit slower in 
our committee meetings and there’s a bit less church programming to be found on the calendar between      
Memorial Day and Labor Day. 

Some pastors dread the slower pace of summer, thinking of it as wasted time or lost momentum. I’d 
say that their concerns are worth noting, but only as extra motivation for us as we leave behind our             
summertime Sabbath and focus once more on what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do and how God has called 
us to be as The United Church. 

For if there’s anything I’m absolutely positive about as a pastor and as a Christian, it’s that God is    
always calling us as people of faith to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit into new and different ways of   
being in order to bring about the Kingdom of God here and now. In the last year, we’ve seen wonderful new 
things come to be as we’ve been willing to follow the Spirit of God: three youth confirmed in their faith, five 
youth sent to camp together on full scholarships, a beautiful children’s pageant, Cows for Christmas giving 
parents a night out and sending much-needed livestock to developing nations, a new Garden of Eatin’ to     
support Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf, over 175 kits sent to Church World Service this summer, Sunday School 
classes going strong for all ages, and more. 
 How can we continue to carry forward into the future, in meaningful and vibrant ways, the traditions 
and   heritage that we’re rightly proud of? How can we support these new programs and missions as they grow 
and continue to make a difference in our community? Who and how and what God might yet be calling us to 
be, as servants of our community and builders of the Kingdom of God, here and now, as we stand on the brink 
of a new program year together as The United Church of Mapleton? 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Ashley 
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Youth Group Updates 
From Pastor Ashley 
September Voice 
 

We had five youth attend Pilgrim Point Summer Camp in Alexandria, MN from July 27 – August 1. 
They were Carter Bair, Jayden McCutchen, Konnor McCutchen, Nick Shubert, and Cody Walters. Jeff and I 
attended as adult volunteers during the second half of the week. Many thanks to Dick Dietz who drove our 
youth up to Alexandria on Sunday, July 27! I took some fun pictures of our time together and hope you enjoy 
them! 

Our high school youth had the opportunity to put their faith in action and help build a house for Habitat 
for Humanity in Alexandria, and everyone had the chance to take part in a high ropes challenge course. A high 
point of the week was the “Spirit Dash” on Thursday afternoon, where groups of youth went from station to 
station to complete challenges like carrying buckets of water on their heads three-legged-relay style, or styling 
each other into characters using shaving cream. There was also plenty of time dedicated to faith formation, 
Christian education, worship, and enjoying Lake Ida. 

I know that Jeff and I had a great time, and I think our youth did, too. I hope that there will be many 
more years to come of youth camping together at The United Church! 

 
 Sunday School for all ages resumes on Sunday, September 14th. Instead of class that day, we’ll have a 
youth and parents meeting after worship to talk about youth group plans for this fall. All families should be re-
ceiving a flier in the mail soon with information about this meeting as well as information about Fall Fling on 
September 7th. Our fall curriculum for the Youth Group will be Echo the Story by Sparkhouse, a         twelve-
session overview of the Bible for youth using a DVD, discussion time, and participant sketch journal. 

 
Our first fall Fun and Fellowship time together will be a movie night on Sunday, September 28th.   

Depending on what’s out at the time, we may go see a movie at the Flame Theater in Wells, at a theater in 
Mankato, or rent something and watch it at the church. Parents, please save this date on your calendars and I’ll 
get more details about a time and place out to you ASAP! 

 
 
Back row: Konnor, Cody, Nick, Jayden, Carter 
Front row: Jeff and Pastor Ashley 

            Carter, Cody and        
            Jayden 
 
 
 
 
            Nick and Konnor 
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In Our Prayers 
Our church prayer list includes: 

• Those with ongoing health concerns: Norma Baack, Bill Brice, Hutch Cramer, Colleen Lindemann, 
Stan Solie, Alberta Samuelson 

• Family members and loved ones who are ill 
• Traveling mercies for our members, family, and friends 
• All those who are grieving and mourning 
• Benjamin Brockmann of Lake Crystal, age 6, a family friend of the Allevens, who is undergoing    

treatment for leukemia 
• Isaac Kolstad, who suffered a severe head injury early on May 11th in Mankato, was recently         

transferred to a rehab facility. The Kolstads are friends of Joe and Sheila Samuelson. You can find   
updates about Issac at www.caringbridge.org/visit/isaackolstad 

• Dawn Dietz, who learned that her lymphoma has recurred. Dawn is waiting to hear from her doctors 
about a treatment plan.  

• Donna Jean Sharp, who is recovering from a broken hip at Pathstone Nursing Home in Mankato. 
• Norma Baack, who is recovering from a broken hip at the Masonic Home of Bloomington, MN. 
• Pastor Ashley Whitaker’s family at the death of her maternal grandmother, Mary Malone, on Friday, 

July 25th, in Shawnee, KS. Pastor Ashley and Jeff will be going to Kansas City for her funeral on 
Tuesday, July 29th before joining the youth group at camp for the remainder of the week. 

• The family and friends of Robin Williams at his recent death, and also all those who struggle with  
mental health challenges, including anziety and depression. 

• The family and friends of Michael Brown, who was recently killed in Ferguson, Missouri; and for all 
those struggling with the issues of justice related to his death; and for all those seeking the joy,       
comfort, strength, and peace of the presence of God in this time. 

 
The prayer requests and praises shared with the congregation during August’s worship services include: 
• Prayers… 

• For children who have immigrated to the US and our borders, that they may find safety and      
kindness through God’s love 

• Safe travels for Dick, Pastor Ashley, Jeff, and the five youth attending Pilgrim Point Youth Camp 
• For my 89-year-old father who continues to lose mobility 
• For my friend who is in the last stages of life on earth 
• For my friend, who is recovering from throat surgery, and that she may have a speedy mending of 

her voice 
• For a safe sports season for high school athletes 
• For David and Robert Ward’s grandson, Kameron Duncanson, who fell off his horse and had a  

ruptured spleen, which he had surgery for and is now recovering in Alexandria, MN 
• For my niece who is dealing with cancer 
• For my wife who is dealing with stomach problems 
• For the family of Ruth Daly of Mapleton who passed away on Friday, August 22nd 
• For my aunt and godmother who just had surgery to remove a brain tumor 
• For the family and friends of Louie Fritz at his passing on Wednesday, August 20th 

• Thanksgiving… 
• To the wonderful Women’s Fellowship for the beautiful bridal shower for Tricia Gunsolus and Jake 

Fritz! 
• For my daughter’s first steps! 
• To God for the generosity and support from all for the kit program. May the spirit of commitment 

continue in our church and personal lives. 
• For the life of my Auntie Toots who lived to be 101 and recently went to be with the Lord 

                    Continue 



  

How to Contact Pastor Ashley 
 My office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
In the afternoon, I may be in the office, or I may  
be out in the community for pastoral care or  
outreach. If you’d like to stop by to visit another 
time, just email or call. Monday and Saturday are my 
days off. 
 My email address is: 
pastor@unitedchurchmapleton.org. If I’m not in  
the office, my phone number is (507) 381-8199. 
 

Pastoral Care Connections 
 If you or a family member is ill, in the  
hospital, is homebound, would like a pastoral care 
visit for any reason, or would like to be added to our 
weekly prayer list, please let the church know! 
Feel free to contact Pastor Ashley, a Deacon, or the 
church office to let us know so that we may serve 
you. 
 Pastor Ashley’s phone number is:  
(507) 381-8199 and the church phone number is: 
(507) 524-3141.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday Morning Wheelchair Assistance 
 If you are in need of wheelchair assistance  
on Sunday mornings, please let us know by calling 
the church office at (507) 524-3141 ahead of time to 
make arrangements or you may have an usher assist 
you on Sunday morning when you arrive at the 
church.   
 There is a ramp located on the east side of  
the church which can be utilized by parking in the 
east parking lot. If it is too difficult for you to push  
a wheelchair up the ramp, please feel free to contact 
an Usher or Deacon for assistance. 
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Pastoral Relations Committee 
The Pastoral Relations committee (PRC)   

exists to foster healthy and clear communication   
between pastor and congregation. PRC meetings are 
a regular and confidential means of support and    
accountability for the pastor. 

PRC members keep their ear to the ground in 
the congregation to help keep the pastor in-the-know 
about possible issues or concerns, and they can bring 
constructive and addressable concerns to the pastor 
from the congregation. 

Our current PRC members are Jeff Gerdts 
(Chair), Stanley Whitney, Laura Fritz, and Warren 
Alleven. 
 

Sunday School Teacher Needed! 
 We are in need of one more Sunday School 
teacher for the PreK-5th grade class. 
With two teachers the commitment 
would not be every Sunday. 
 This is a very important ministry 
for families and children! If you can help 
out, please contact Liz Bair at 720-4327. Thank you! 
 

Adult Church Choir  
 The Adult Church Choir will begin practicing 
on Sunday, September 14th.at 10:05 a.m. 
following the morning worship service. 
 Please join us! New voices are always      
welcome! 

 
 

In Our Prayers continued…. 
 The prayers and sympathies of The United Church of Mapleton are extended to the family and 

friends of Helen Purscell, who passed away on Thursday, August 14th in Mankato. Helen is survived by her 
husband, the Rev. Keith Purscell, a former interim pastor of The United Church of Mapleton. Memorial       
services were held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, August 20th at First Congregational United Church of Christ 
in Mankato. 
 

The prayers and sympathies of The United Church of Mapleton are extended to the family and friends 
of Louis Fritz, longtime United Church member, who passed away on Wednesday, August 20th in Mapleton. 
Memorial services were held at 2:00p.m. Tuesday, August 26th at The United Church of Mapleton. 
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United Church Fall Fling! 
 

You are invited to Fall Fling— 
a fun festival to kick off the Sunday School year!  

Come enjoy fellowship, taco in a bag, popcorn, cookies,  
bingo with prizes, and learn more about Sunday School  

for all ages at The United Church this year! 
All are welcome! 

~~~~~~~ 
Sunday, September 7th 

Beginning at 10:00am (right after 9:00am Morning Worship) 
 
 
 

Questions? Ask Pastor Ashley Whitaker 
524-3141 or 381-8199 

pastor@unitedchurchmapleton.org 
 

The United Church of Mapleton 
201 Troendle Street SW 

Fall Sunday School Schedule 
Begins Sunday, September 14th 

• Nursery Childcare (Babies/Toddlers): available 9:00-
1o:40 

• “Family Space” is also available in the Overflow Room 
during worship for parents and young children 

• Children’s Sunday School (PreK-5th Grade):  
 After Children’s Moment in worship until the end of    
              worship (about 9:15-10:00) 
• Youth Group (6th-12th Grade): 10:10-10:40 
• Adult Sunday School: 10:10-10:40 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Worship—9:00am 
Coffee Fellowship—10:00-10:30am 

 

Questions? Ask Pastor Ashley 
Whitaker 

524-3141 or 381-8199 
pastor@unitedchurchmapleton.org 

 
The United Church of Mapleton 

201 Troendle Street SW 

Fall 2014 Sunday School 
Begins Sunday, September 14th! 

 
• Nursery Childcare (Babies-Toddlers): available 9:00-10:40 

•  Crib/Toddler Room, upstairs 
• “Family Space” is also available in the Overflow Room during  
worship for parents and young children 

• Children’s Sunday School (PreK-5th Grade):  
• During Morning Worship after Children’s Moment: 9:15-10:00 
• Classroom A, upstairs 

• Youth Sunday School (6th-12th Grade): 10:10-10:40 
• Youth Lounge, upstairs 

• Adult Sunday School: 10:10-10:40 
• Classroom B, downstairs 

 
Youth and Families Meeting: 

Sunday, September 14th, 10:00 am, Youth Lounge 
Discuss Sunday School, Youth Group, fun and fellowship,  

service, and more! 

United Church Sunday School 

 

 



 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 The United Church of Mapleton has    
received National Recognition for its work to  
provide desperately needed School Kits for  
children who have been devastated by storms, 
floods and other disasters. 
  The United Church of Mapleton is collecting 
and shipping School Kits to Church World Service 
for distribution to people who have suffered from 
recent natural disasters. 
  Church World Services (CWS) is an  
international ecumenical assistance organization 
which is supported by some 30 denominations.  
 Attached are copies of items appearing on the 
CWS global news web site. The same information is 
available at the following web sites. 
URL: http://www.cwsglobal.org/newsroom/news-
features/ucc-matching-grant-maximizes-
contributions.html 
URL: http://www.cwsglobal.org/blog/matching-
grants-for-cws.html 
 Feel free to contact either myself; Hugo John  
507-524-4041 (cell 507-340-3889) or Pastor Ashley 
Whitaker 507-524-3141. 

 
Mission Kits 

 Thanks to all the individuals who contributed 
to the school kit drive, baby and hygiene kits! We 
were able to mail out a total of 126 school kits, 20 
baby kits and 32 hygiene kits. 
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Ambience Work Group 
 Please let the Ambience group know if you 
are willing to bring flowers from your garden to 
adorn our church altar throughout the growing  
season. If there is a need, Ambience will come and 
pick the flowers. Also, if you are unable to do so 
yourself, Ambience would pick up purchased flowers 
throughout the year. Please call the church office at 
524-3141 to set up a purchase. We would ask that 
you would provide the funds for the purchased  
flowers/plants. Thank you for your help! 

 
Family Space 

 The United Church is creating a 
“family space” for our families with infants 
and small children. This space will be  
located in the Overflow Room at the back of 
the Sanctuary. This space is available for families in 
addition to the nursery so that families can both see 
and hear what’s going on in worship. Feel free to use 
either space if it would be helpful for you and your 
family! 

 
Women’s Retreat 

 The Minnesota Conference United Church of 
Christ is hosing a Women’s Retreat on September 
19th-21st, 2014 at Pilgrim Point in Alexandria, MN  
 More information and registration forms are 
posted on the hallway bulletin board. 

 
Mid-American Baptist Churches Gathering 

 Our congregation is invited to be part of the 
Mid-American Baptist Churches Biennial gathering, 
to be held at First Baptist Church of Fort Dodge, IA 
on October 3rd and 4th. Our theme for this year is 
“Together in the Spirit”. The speaker for this event 
will be the Rev. Eddie Cruz. There will also be a 
mini Mission Summit event held on Saturday  
morning. Come and talk with other churches about 
some of the common challenges we face in our  
ministries and outreach today. 
 For more information and registration sheets, 
please refer to the bulletin board. 

http://www.cwsglobal.org/newsroom/news-features/ucc-matching-grant-maximizes-contributions.html�
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Garden of Eatin’ 
 Here are  
Bob Howieson and Wally 
Johnson installing the 
Garden of Eatin’ sign! 
They are such great help 
around the church! 
  

 
Loaves & Fishes  

 Open Tuesdays from 3:00—6:00 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m.—Noon. 
Volunteers are welcome! 
 What a busy first half of 2014!  
The need for food is great. We are blessed to have so 
much support from our churches and individuals. 
Each church supports missionaries overseas, and gets  
letters and updates from them. Well, you have a 
mission field right here in your community! 
 Imagine if you wondered where/when your 
next meal for your kids was coming? This is a  
reality for many families in our school district.  
Here are some numbers from the first 6 months:  
523 Families - 819 children - 59,464 lbs. of food -
5898 lbs. of meat 
 We purchased 44, 811 lbs. of food (thanks to 
your gifts) and received 14,542 lbs. in donations. 
Currently, our biggest needs are: any breakfast or 
lunch food (Cereal, pop tarts, easy lunch meals, 
soups, etc.) as well as personal care items.  
Remember, with your $1.00, we can purchase about 
$10.00 worth of food. 
 As always, you are encouraged to stop by the 
food shelf and see your mission field up close. Our 
hours are 3-6 pm on Tuesdays and 9-noon on 
Saturdays. Also, we are always in need of  
volunteers to work a few shifts at the food shelf. 
Contact your food shelf board member for details. 
They will be so glad to hear from you! 
 Because of your generous support, Maple 
River Loaves and Fishes continues to feed the    
hungry in our area. Thank you! 
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Senior Dining and Meals on Wheels of Mapleton 
 You are invited to dine at the Town &  
Country Leisure Center! Nutritious and delicious 
Meals are served daily, Monday through Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. The cost of a meal is $4.00, as a  
suggested donation for those 60+. Low-salt and  
diabetic meals are available. Stay afterwards to play 
cards or games and to enjoy the company of others. 
 Meals on Wheels is also available for those 
who wish to eat at home.  
 Call Darlene at (507)524-4868 for 
more information or to reserve your meal. 
 

American Red Cross Bloodmobile 
 The American Red Cross will be in Mapleton 
at the Mapleton High School—Big Gym on Tuesday, 
September 9th, 1:00—7:00 p.m. 
 To schedule your appointment call Peg at 
(507) 420-1286 or sign-up online at 
www.redcrossblood.org, enter sponsor code: 017145.   
 Thank you for your support! 
 
Mapleton Community Home Bridge Party Benefit 
 The Mapleton Community Home Auxiliary 
will be having their annual Bridge Party Benefit on  
Monday, September 15th, 2014 at 12:30 p.m.  
 Lunch will begin at 12:30 p.m., Bridge/500/
Pinochle will begin at 1:30 p.m., prizes will be given 
out at 4:30 p.m., and door prizes will be given out 
throughout the afternoon. 
 The cost is $20.00 per person. We ask that 
you prepay by sending your entry fee to Bea Ann 
Alschlager at 524-3957 or Roberta Ward at 524-3166 
by September 9th. 
 

Community Closet 
 Open Tuesdays and Saturdays from  
9:00 a.m.—Noon. 
 If you have a non-profit group that 
would like to take advantage of profits from the 
Closet, please call Gay Rice at (507) 524-4040 for 
more  



 
 

Report of the Board of Christian Education 
August 5th, 2014 

 The Board of Christian Education met on 
Tuesday, August 5th at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were 
Louise Webb, Linda Whitney, Jeff Whitaker, Liz 
Bair and Ashley Whitaker. Time was spent planning 
for the upcoming Sunday School year. We decided to 
combine the PreK-1st grade class and the 2nd-5th 
grade class due to small class sizes. We will continue 
to have the youth 6th—12th grade and adult classes.  
Sunday School will start on September 14th with the 
PreK-5th grade class meeting during worship and the 
youth and adult classes starting their classes at 10:10 
a.m. We looked at different material that Pastor  
Ashley had researched and decided on which ones 
we would order. 
 Families that need to step out during worship 
service with babies will soon have a new spot created 
for them. A nursery area will be created in the  
Overflow Room so families will still be able to  
participate during worship. 
 The board spent time planning for the Fall 
Fling which we will be holding again this year  
following worship on September 7th to kick –off the 
Sunday School year. bingo with prizes, and taco in a 
bag can be enjoyed by all again this year. 
 Pastor Ashley will be leading the youth group 
again this year. More information will be coming to 
this age group. There are some conference and  
regional youth events that Pastor Ashley will be  
encouraging the youth to attend. In addition Ashley 
will be planning an activity a month for the youth 
including movie night, pumpkin carving, bowling, 
and a Christmas party. 
 The Board of Christian Education will be 
hosting coffee hour Sunday, August 24th. Our next 
meeting will be held October 7th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Liz Bair 
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Report of Deacons Meeting 
August 13th, 2014 

 The Deacons Meeting was held on August 13th 
and began at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at the 
church. Those present for the meeting were: Ruth 
Cumming, Dawn Dietz, Pat Carter, Dan Prenzlow, 
Pastor Ashley & Jodie Gerdts. Pat started the meeting 
off with devotions. 
Old Business: Ushers are still needed for the month 
of September. Even if you cannot commit to the full 
month, please consider stepping forward for a Sunday 
or two. Just let a Deacon know -it would be greatly 
appreciated! Pastor Ashley will be out of the office on 
August 31st and pulpit supply is needed. No one was 
available and Jack Madsen has agreed to step in and 
bring the Sunday message. We discussed the “Called 
to Care” people and Pastor will be working on the list 
to pair people up. Hopefully the first visitations will 
happen by mid-September. 
New Business: With Pastor announcing that she and 
Jeff are expecting a baby in January, the Deacons held 
discussion about the upcoming months. Pastor gave 
us information about her “family leave interim”     
replacements and what to expect. We will have more 
discussion in the upcoming months. We will be  
hosting Ruth Mooney (who is a missionary) on  
November 23rd. Ruth will bring the message on this 
Sunday. We discussed Pastor’s visitation schedule 
with the church members for the last few weeks. We 
do have a lot of members who are in need of  
visitations and caring for. With the upcoming year, 
we will have three Deacons who have completed their 
serving terms. It is time for others to step into this 
role. Please look within yourself to take the challenge 
of becoming a member of the United Church  
Diaconate starting in 2015. 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for September 10th, 
2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted by Jodie Gerdts 
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Mission Committee 
 Monday evening at our Women’s Fellowship 
meeting we packed school kits, baby kits and  
hygiene kits we had collected. This was a very  
successful mission project. Thanks to the efforts of 
Hugo and Pat we had 123 school kits, 23 baby kits 
and 32 hygiene kits. A big thank you to everyone 
that contributed and to those who helped pack kits 
and prepared kits to send. We can make a difference 
in our world! 
 In October we will start our World Mission 
Offering. The money we collect for this mission is 
split equally between the UCC and the ABC. Please 
give generously to this wonderful mission which 
helps people all over the world and in the United 
States. You will be hearing more about the World 
Mission Offering and the work they do during our 
September Mission Moments.  
 Once again, thank you to all who give to 
make these missions successful! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Roberta Ward, Mission Chairman  

  
 

Women’s Fellowship 
August 11th, 2014 

 President Louise Webb called the meeting to 
order with 10 members present. Joyce Johnson gave 
the devotions on Prayers. 
 The Secretary report was given and changes 
were made. We will be reporting the money we have 
made on our projects. At the silent auction for Town 
and Country Days we made $369. Of this amount 
$40 will be given to The Well and the amount of 
$329 will be donated with the addition of another 
$671 making the total amount of $1000 to be given 
to the pew cushion fund. 
 Chairperson Mabelle Larson gave the  
Sunshine report. Mabelle sent out six cards of cheer, 
get well, and sympathy to several of our members. 
 The Mission report was given by Chairperson 
Roberta Ward and Pat John. World Mission Offering 
will be held in October. Sheila Samuelson has  
resigned at The Well. We packed 90 school kits with 
28 left to fill with needed crayons. We also packed 
baby kits and hygiene kits. 
 Roberta will be bringing lunch at the next 
meeting on September 14th.  
 Our meeting adjourned. Linda Whitney 
served a delicious lunch. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Darlene Fezler, Secretary 
 
Women’s Fellowship Quilt, Craft and Bake Sale 

 The Women’s Fellowship will be holding a 
Quilt, Craft, and Bake Sale on October 11th from 
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. We hope to have a large    
assortment of crafts including Halloween,       
Thanksgiving, and Christmas items. We will be  
accepting items starting on Monday, October 6th. 
 If you have any questions regarding the sale, 
please contact Louise Webb at 524-4066 or Joyce 
Johnson at 524-3727. 
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Board of Trustees Meeting 
August 20, 2014 

 
Present: Dick Dietz, Bob Howieson, Patrick Pfeffer, Chad Kunkel, Gary Fritz, Keith McCutchen,  
Pastor Ashley Whitaker, Lisa Shubert 
Meeting called to order by Dick Dietz at 7:06 pm. 
Secretary’s minutes from July meeting read. 
A correction to the ending balance was made. 
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Chad Kunkel and seconded by Gary Fritz 
Treasurer’s report reviewed. 
We have signed up both the church and the parsonage for the Northwest Gas Budget program. Our monthly 
budget is as follows: church - $425/month, parsonage - $135/month 
Bills to be paid were presented. 
Motion to approve bills was made by Lisa Shubert and seconded by Chad Kunkel. Motion passed. 
 
Old Business 

1) Pew Cushion Fund  
Dick Dietz was able to get updated pricing on what it would cost for: 
- 16 regular pew cushions,  
- 1 handicap pew cushion, and  
- the pastor pew cushion 
Total cost would be $4,295.00 
 

 We have received additional funds for the pew cushions and the total in that account is $5,260.00. 
 Motion was made by Patrick Pfeffer to buy as many cushions as we can with the remaining money in 

the fund. Chad Kunkel seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
 Dick Dietz will contact Waggoners, Inc to get at least a second handicap pew cushion and whatever 
 else the remaining money will purchase. 

 
2) Housekeeping position 

Lisa Shubert provided a job description for the part-time housekeeping position. The job description 
was reviewed and minor changes were recommended (under the hours section, define “pay period” as 
bi-monthly, remove “weddings” and add “or special events”. Lisa will make the changes. We discussed 
how this position should be paid for weddings (hourly or by recommended gratuity as it is stated in the 
wedding booklet.) It was agreed, the payment would be the gratuity paid directly to the housekeeper. 
Motion to approve the job description was made by Bob Howieson, and seconded by Chad Kunkel. 
Motion passed. 
Motion made by Patrick Pfeffer to offer the position to Sheila Samuelson at her current hourly rate, 
seconded by Chad Kunkel. Motion passed. 

 Bob Howieson will speak with Sheila. 
 
 

                  Continue 
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3) Roof Repair 
Patrick Pfeffer contacted a few contractors to get ballpark figures of what it will cost to replace the 
roof. 

 The best pricing was from Heyn Brothers of Mankato. 
 Asphalt shingles – roughly $50,000 

Steel shingles – roughly $70,000 
Steel sheeting – roughly $125,000 
Patrick will work on getting more quotes by our next meeting. He’s hoping to get another 5 – 7 quotes. 

 It was determine that the replacement could wait until Spring 2015. Now that we have a rough idea of 
 costs, we can start to determine how we could fund such a project (capital campaign, financing in part 
 by the Foundation, denominational financing in part or whole. Dick will contact the Foundation and 
 Pastor Ashley will contact ABEC regarding the denominational financing.  

 
New Business 

1) Bulletin Order – it appears the bulletins had already been ordered according to bills we have paid. No 
action required. 

2) Fall Stewardship Season - Pledge Sunday will be October 12th. Cards will be mailed to the               
congregation on September 28th. 

3) Parsonage Requests 
a) Jeff and Ashley would like to paint the upstairs bedroom yellow. Approved. 
b) Jeff and Ashley would like to have the northeast room of the basement finished to be a guest     

bedroom. It would require an egress window. The Board has asked Pastor Ashley to get a couple 
quotes from area contractors (Ron Schultz, Todd Jaeger) to finish that room with an egress window. 
It will probably require electrical work as well. When she can meet with the contractors, she will 
contact either Dick or Patrick to be there during the discussions. 

c) Garage door opener – the opener on the detached garage’s west door does not want to work very 
well. Very jerky movements. Dick or Patrick will look at it when they meet with the contractors. 

4) Pastor Ashley’s Time Off Requests 
Pastor Ashley is requesting to use personal time for Continuing Education. She is out of CE days but 
still has a few meetings/conferences she should be attending. 
Continuing Education 

• 2 days - MN Conference UCC Fall Convocation/Conflict Resolution Training, 9/25-9/26 in 
Buffalo, MN. Also includes a request for $85 from Profession Expenses for lodging. 

• 1 day – Mid-American Baptist Churches Region Gathering, 10/3-10/4, Iowa 
• 2 days (includes Sunday) – Board of General Ministries meeting, 10/17-10/19, Philadelphia, 

PA 
Personal Time Off 

2 days (includes Sunday) 10/17-10/19 
 After these requests, she will still have seven days of personal time (includes one Sunday). 
 Motion by Bob Howieson to approve all the time off requests as well as $85 for expenses for the UCC 

Training. Seconded by Gary Fritz. Motion passed. 
 

                    Continue 
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5) Family Leave Interim 
 Pastor Ashley has spoken with the Diaconate regarding possible interims for her while she is out on 

Family Leave. 
 The Diaconate is requesting the Trustees would approve paying the Interim pastor for a few hours of 

pastoral care duties each week. Pastor Ashley recommends 3-5 hours weekly on average should be  
sufficient for hospital visits and funerals (should there be any). 

 Motion was made by Lisa Shubert to approve paying the interim in addition to $120/Sunday for pulpit 
supply, an additional $14/hour for an average of 5 hours per week of pastoral care for 10 weeks as 
well as mileage ($0.55/mile). Motion was seconded by Gary Fritz. Motion passed. 
Pastor Ashley would also like to discuss a plan for her return to the pulpit. Her contract allows for 10 
weeks of leave. The timing may be around Palm Sunday/Easter. Since there are too many unknowns at 
this time, the discussion has been tabled to a later meeting. 

6) Snow Blower Donation 
Chad Kunkel has a friend who is moving and has an old snow blower he is willing to donate to the 
church if the church would like it and have a place to store it. Patrick Pfeffer said he would be willing 
to let the church borrow a brand new snow blower as long as someone else can do the work (he’s    
generally busy when there is snow to blow.) The board agreed to accept Patrick’s generous offer. 
Pastor Ashley said we could store the snow blower in the detached garage. Chad said he would be   
willing to run the blower to clear the sidewalks as needed. 

7) Water Meter Replacement – Pastor Ashley will schedule the parsonage, Sheila will schedule the 
church. 

8) Budget Planning Meeting – Wednesday, 9/23 at 7:00 pm. 
Keith will bring information on this year’s spending in comparison to our budget. 

 
Next meeting will be Wednesday, September 17th at 7:00 pm. 
Meeting Adjourned – motion made by Bob Howieson at 9:12 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Shubert, Secretary 
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