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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

   1 
 

2 
 

3 

4 
9:00am Worship with 
Communion and  
Loaves & Fishes Food 
Shelf Collection 

5 
 
 

6 
6:30am 

Men’s Breakfast in  
Good Thunder 

 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

RECYCLE! 

10 
8:30—10:30am 

 Community Breakfast 
at St. John Lutheran 

 

11 
9:00am Worship with  
Communion and Fall 
Fling at Daly Park 
 

12 
7:00pm  

Women’s Fellowship 

13 
6:30am  

Men’s Breakfast in 
Good Thunder 

 

7:00pm 
Adult Bible Study 

 

 
 

14 
 

15 
7:30pm CRC Team 

Meeting 

16 
United Church Brat 

Wagon fundraiser for 
Kit Program 

17 
United Church Brat 

Wagon fundraiser for 
Kit Program 

18 
9:00am Worship with  
Youth Center Collection 
 

9:30-10:00am  
PreK-5th Sunday 
School begins 
 

10:00am  
Congregational 
 Meeting 

19 20 
6:30am  

Men’s Breakfast in 
Good Thunder 

 

7:00pm 
Adult Bible Study 

21 
6:00-7:00pm G.I.F.T. 

 
7:00pm  

Church Council 

22 
8:00am items are due 
into the church office 

for  October 
newsletter  

23 
RECYCLE! 

24 
 

25 
9:00am Worship  
 
10:00-11:00am Youth 
Sunday School begins 
 
 
 

26 
 

27 
6:30am  

Men’s Breakfast in 
Good Thunder 

 

3:00-6:00pm 

Loaves & Fishes  

Workday 
 

7:00pm 
Adult Bible Study 

28 
 

29 30  

       

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9:00am   Sunday Worship  
   *Pray Ground in Sanctuary during worship  
9:00am   Nursery Care (Nursery Room) 

9:30-10:00am  Children’s Sunday School (PreK-5th) starts  

   September 18th 

10:00am   Youth Sunday School (6th-12th) starts September 25th  

10:00am   Coffee & Fellowship 

 

Adult Bible Study  
Tuesdays at 7:00pm 
(starts September 13th) 

  

G.I.F.T. (Generations in Faith Together) 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month 
6:00-7:00pm (including dinner)  

(starts September 21st) 

September 2016 



 

 
 

Phone: (507) 524-3141 

 

Church Financial Envelope 

 For privacy and ease, please make  

a notation on the front of your envelope: 

c/o Financial Secretary. Thank you! 
 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a prayer request, please call Karen 

Stanton at (507) 327-8168 or Joyce Johnson at  

524-3727. Please let them know your prayer  request, 

including the name of the person to pray for if       

applicable, and whether or not you would like your 

request included in the church’s public prayer list or 

if you’d prefer the request be kept privately within 

the prayer chain. 
 

Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf 

 Sunday, September 4th, 2016 we will      

collect donations for the Loaves & Fishes Food Shelf.  

Please consider giving monetary gifts and/or  

non-perishable items to this meaningful mission.  

The United Church supports this mission on the first   

Sunday of each month. 

 Loaves & Fishes hours are Tuesdays from 

3:00-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00-Noon. The 

food shelf is always in need of volunteers to work. 

Please contact your church food shelf board member 

to volunteer! 
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The Maple River Youth Center 

 Sunday, September 18th, 2016 the Coffee 

Hour and Collection jar will go towards helping   

support our local youth at the youth center. The  

United Church supports this mission on the third 

Sunday of each month. 
 

How to Contact Pastor Ashley 

 Pastor Ashley’s cell phone number is (507) 

381-8199 and her email is                                      

pastor@unitedchurchmapleton.org. Her usual weekly 

schedule includes these times and places. Monday 

Sabbath. Tuesday 9:00-11:00 a.m. church office, 

noon-1:00 p.m. Pastors’ Preaching Text Study Group 

in Mankato, 3:00-5:00 p.m. Maple River Youth  

Center. Wednesday 9:00-11:00 a.m. church office, 

noon-1:00 p.m. Maggie J’s Restaurant (Location for 

Community Office Hours) Every Wednesday 6:00-

7:30 p.m. Film, Fun, & Faith Thursday 9:00 a.m.-

10:30 a.m. church office, 2:00-3:00 p.m. Bible 

Study. Friday Sermon writing. At other times, she 

may be making pastoral visits or be serving         

elsewhere in the community. Please feel free to    

contact her for a visit or meeting! 

 September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25  

Lay Leader Darlene Joe Samuelson Linda Whitney Lisa Shubert  

Hospitality 

Team Lead  

David Byram Doug and Laura Fritz Karen Stanton Clint Lindemann  

Coffee Hour Church Council Fall Fling Youth Center Christian  
Education 

 

 

Sign-Up for Lay Ministries! 

 Please sign-up for Lay Leader, Hospitality 

Team Lead, and Communion Servers on the 

Ministry Table. Thank you in advance for your    

service!  
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Pastor’s Corner 

The Voice – September 2016 

 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” Hebrews 

13:2 

 

On the Internet over the past year or so, a phenomenon called “click-bait” has developed. I’m sure you’ve 

seen it on suspicious looking advertisements or in sensationalist titles for benign articles; things like “How to Fix 

Your Fatigue and Get More Energy” (next to a picture of lemons boiling in water) or “Google Investors Stunned 

by New Acquisition.” It’s mostly useless or meaningless, with a large dose of annoying and/or distracting. 

 Last week, I saw an article with a bona fide click-bait title and almost scrolled past it, until I realized it 

was an article about church and posted by a trusted colleague of mine. I took the chance to read it, and I’m glad I 

did. It’s an article from LivingLutheran.org titled “Why We Will No Longer Be a Welcoming 

Church.”     (https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/06/will-no-longer-welcoming-church/) 

The author, Rob Moss, says, “We’ve decided to quit being a welcoming church. No kidding. We’re     

giving it up. Like so many congregations, we’ve sunk an amazing amount of time and energy into becoming a 

welcoming church. We changed worship styles, trained greeters and ushers, wore name tags, brewed coffee, went 

to workshops on hospitality and put our friendliest people in the most prominent places on Sunday mornings. 

My congregation realized that we had been misplacing our emphasis. Welcoming, from a missional     

perspective, is passive. It denotes waiting for visitors and guests to drop by. Inviting is different. Inviting is     

active. Being an inviting church means that we leave the comfort of Sunday morning worship and seek out our 

neighbors. Being an inviting church starts with who God has called us to be as church and mandates joining God 

at work in the world.” 

He goes on to share five challenges, each progressively more challenging than the one before, for making 

the change from passive welcoming to active inviting that I’d like to share. As we begin a new program year here 

at The United Church, with great Christian Education for all ages and abundant opportunities for fellowship and 

worship, why not give one of these challenges a try? 

1. Try using the phrase “my church” in a conversation with one person each week. It’s as simple as talking 

with just one person one time each week during the month. 

2. Consider one word or phrase that describes your congregation well, then use that word to finish the 

phrase: “My church is _____.”  Try doing this in conversation with one person per week during the 

month. When you start looking for opportunities to bring up your congregation in conversation, it’s   

amazing how often they arise. 

3. Think about one thing your congregation does very well. Perhaps it’s children’s ministry, education,    

music, social activism or making the parking lot available for ride sharing. Use that to finish the phrase: 

“My church is really good at _____.” Again, try this one time per week with one person in a conversation. 

By now you might be getting the hang of this. 

4. Invite one person to check out something in which your congregation is involved. This should be done in 

appropriate conversations when an opening naturally presents itself—it should not feel forced or          

manipulated. By now, hopefully this feels more comfortable and you are more attuned to ways to bring 

church into your everyday conversations. 

5. Invite someone you know to come to worship with you. This seems to be the most frightening invitation 

for many to make. Remember, the basis of our identity as people of God is our new life given to us in  

Jesus Christ. When we quit pushing that on others and simply be that through caring relationships, we 

reveal the love of God. And who knows? The neighbor you invited to church might just reveal something 

about God that you didn’t know before. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Ashley 
 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/06/will-no-longer-welcoming-church/
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In Our Prayers 
Our church prayer list includes: 

 Those with ongoing health concerns: Norma Baack, Kathy Cramer, Janie Firstbrook, Mary Beth Fritz,  
Marian Mallory, Sean Mallory, Lloyd Mitchell, Stan Solie 

 Family members and loved ones who are ill       
 Traveling mercies for our members, family, and friends 
 All those who are grieving and mourning 
 Those affected by mental illness, including anxiety and depression 
 Those recovering from recent health concerns or procedures: Jack Madsen  
 All those affected by the ongoing crisis in Syria and the hundreds of thousands of refugees  
 fleeing the Middle East 
 Phyllis Lindemann, who has been undergoing evaluation testing for a double lung transplant at 

the University of Minnesota. She has been cleared to join the transplant list, but faces potential 
problems with finding a match to avoid rejection.  

 All those affected by the flooding in Louisiana, which killed at least 13 people and left at least 
20 parishes as disaster areas. 

 All those affected by the earthquakes in Italy, which killed at least 292 people with dozens more 
still missing. 

 Eli Alvarado, Mary Dietz’s husband, who had a heart attack last week 
The prayer requests and praises shared with the congregation during last month’s worship  
services include: 
Prayers: 

 For Mary Ann Jenkins, facing health problems 
 Of happiness and love and God’s blessing for Ty and Jeanne Shuck as they start a new life together 
 Of joy at having family from Florida for the weekend for a family picnic 
 For healing of hearts and to bring them to a church to call home 
 For all those struggling with the impact of natural disasters in our nation and around the world  
 For a 24 year old grandson who is struggling with life 
 For Jim Brandt, who is seeking treatment in Rochester for vision problems 
 For victims of earthquakes, flooding, and human failings 
 For kids of all ages and teachers as they begin a new school year 

Thanksgiving: 
 For continued positive test results 
 For dedicated Loaves & Fishes volunteers 
 For good vision test results for Kathy Cramer 
 That both of my sisters and their husbands are here from Florida and Colorado 
 For the blessing of a healthy four day old grandson, Hunter 
 For an end to radiation therapy next Wednesday  

 



 

Sunday Morning Wheelchair Assistance 

 If you are in need of wheelchair assistance  

on Sunday mornings, please let us know by calling 

the church office at (507) 524-3141 ahead of time to 

make arrangements or you may have an usher assist 

you on Sunday morning when you arrive at the 

church. 

 There is a ramp located on the east side of  

the church which can be utilized by parking in the 

east parking lot. If it is too difficult for you to push  

a wheelchair up the ramp, please feel free to contact 

an Usher or Deacon for assistance. 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee 

The Pastoral Relations committee (PRC)   

exists to foster healthy and clear communication   

between pastor and congregation. PRC meetings are 

a regular and confidential means of support and    

accountability for the pastor. 

PRC members keep their ear to the ground in  

the congregation to help keep the pastor in-the-know  

about possible issues or concerns, and they can bring 

constructive and addressable concerns to the pastor 

from the congregation. 

Our PRC members are Laura Fritz,    

Warren Alleven, and Joyce Johnson. 
 

Pastoral Care Connections 

 If you or a family member is ill, in the  

hospital, is homebound, would like a pastoral care 

visit for any reason, or would like to be added to our 

weekly prayer list, please let the church know! 

 Feel free to contact Pastor Ashley, a Deacon, 

or the church office to let us know so that we may 

serve you. 

 Pastor Ashley’s phone number is:  

(507) 381-8199 and the church phone number is: 

(507) 524-3141. Thank you! 
 

Call to Ministry and Ministry Table 

 If you would like to share a Call to Ministry 

at the beginning of worship, please contact Marissa 

Pfeffer or the church office no  later than  

Wednesday evening before that Sunday. The same 

timeline is requested for bulletin or Ministry Table 

information. The Call to Ministry time will be  

reserved for one announcement that is both   

 informational and a call to action and should be  

directly related to The United Church of Mapleton’s 

mission and ministry. The Ministry Table in the  

entryway has information about church ministry  

opportunities and community events.  
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Garden of Eatin’ Season 

Garden Produce Year to Date: 390.5 pounds 

 There are sheets posted for you to  

sign-up and volunteer throughout the season to  

tend, water, pick and deliver produce. On any given 

week, produce can be delivered Tuesdays at 3:00 

p.m. and Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. Let us continue 

to grow and show love in our community with this 

great mission! 
 

Help Needed! 

 The church is looking for help with painting 

the walls and doors of the Fellowship Hall. We are 

also looking for someone to place adhesive tile onto 

the Nursery rest room floor. Please contact the 

church office at 524-3141, or Dave Byram if you are  

willing to help. Thank you!  
 

Girls Foster Care Home 

School Supplies and Backpacks! 

 Jeannie Jackson contacted me about the need 

for backpacks and school supplies for the foster care 

girls. They have just recently received three (3) 

more girls into the foster care home, which brings 

them up to eleven (11) girls. An “items of need list” 

can be found in the entryway, underneath the     

Ministry Table. Please leave donated items in box 

provided. Thank you so much for your generosity in 

helping out this home. Most of all, please keep  

praying for these girls and their families. Thank 

you! 
 

Generations working together! 

Hugo and Skylana packing School and Hygiene Kits 
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 Free Community Breakfast 

 On the second Saturday of each month,  

everyone in the community is invited to a free  

breakfast held at St. John Lutheran Church. See you  

Saturday, September 10th from 8:30-10:30 a.m.   
 

Senior Dining/Meals on Wheels of Mapleton 

 You are invited to dine at the Town &  

Country Leisure Center! Nutritious and delicious Meals 

are served daily, Monday through Friday at 11:30 

a.m. The cost of a meal is $4.00, as a suggested        

donation for those 60+. Low-salt and diabetic meals are 

available. Stay afterwards to play cards or games and to 

enjoy the company of others.  

 Meals on Wheels is also available for those who 

wish to eat at home. Call Darlene at (507) 524-4868 for 

more information or to reserve your meal. You may also 

look for us on Facebook. 
 

Community Closet 

 The Community Closet is getting ready for the 

change of seasons. We have lots of summer clothing for 

the whole family. From now until the end of September 

we will be having a bag sale. 2 bags for $4 for clothing 

and shoes. There are also many household items at very 

reasonable prices. Come in and take a look, Saturdays 

from 9:00-12 noon. Also, if you have any groups at your 

church that would like to earn extra money, please call 

Gay Rice, 524-4040, to set a date. 
 

Caregiver Support Group 

 This monthly support group is for friends and 

family members who are in a caregiver role. The time 

includes presentations about memory loss with            

opportunity for sharing. The group meets on the first 

Tuesday of each month. Join us for our September      

session on Tuesday, September 6th, 3:00-4:30 p.m. at 

First Presbyterian Church, Amboy. There is no charge to    

attend. Questions? Call Joyce Kolbet (386-5583) at 

VINE Faith in Action.  
 

Mapleton Blood Drive 

 There will be an American Red Cross blood drive 

held at St. Teresa Catholic Church on Tuesday,  

September 6th from 1:00-7:00 p.m. To schedule your 

appointment call Peg at 507-420-1286 or sign up online 

at www.redcrossblood.org, enter sponsor code: 

MAPLETONMN. 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

August 8th, 2016 

 The meeting was called to order by President 

Louise Webb.  

Devotions: Given by Mabelle Larson about worries. 

Secretary Report: Given and approved. 

Sunshine Committee: Mabelle sent out six cards for 

birthdays and get well. 

Business: Circle One hosted coffee hour on August 

14th. After much discussion a motion was made and  

seconded that we donate $360 to feed one child for an 

entire school year for the Backpack Food Program in 

Blue Earth County. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Mabelle served a wonderful dessert and we worked on 

school and hygiene kits. 

Our next meeting date will be September 12th. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Louise Webb, President 
 

 

 

Notice of  

Congregational Meeting 

For the United Church  

of Mapleton 

 

When:    Sunday, September 18th, 2016 

 

Where: The United Church of  

        Mapleton Fellowship hall 
 

Why:    Discuss the new  

               structure trial 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Breakfast will be available  

at this meeting 

Persons with the last name  

beginning with A-M, please bring 

baked goods and persons with the 

last name beginning with N-Z, 

please bring fruit. Thank you! 



 

           United Church of Mapleton 
Council Meeting 

August 17, 2016 

Attendees: Keith McCutchen, Marissa Pfeffer, Pam Foster, Pastor Ashley Whitaker, Dick Dietz, 

Chad Kunkel, Dave Byram, Patrick Pfeffer, Gary Fritz 
 

Devotional and Prayer: Pam 
 

September Devotional: Marissa 
 

Secretary's/Clerk's Report: Report had been read before hand by council members– 

Approved by Marissa, Seconded by Dave 
 

Treasurer's Report: Report had been read before hand by council members. Finances are about the 

same as last month. Approved by Chad, Seconded by Marissa 
 

Pastor Report: Report had been read before hand by council members. Approved by Dave, 

Seconded by Chad 
 

Vitality Discussion: Tabled 
 

MoonDogs game: Attended well and liked by attendees. 
 

Organist/Pianist Group: A calendar/schedule is being formed for rotating the 7 persons currently 

available to perform this service. 
 

Stewardship Team: Hasn't met as of yet. The “Pledge Trees” will be crafted by Dave Byram, contact 

Dave to see if he would like assistance. 
 

Foundation Grant: Church Foundation will give $50,000 dollars now, and another $50,000 at a later 

date. 
 

Church Logo: Ashley will contact Sam Shubert as to how the preliminary logos are coming along. 
 

Feedback from quarterly financial letter: No feedback so far. 
 

Christian Education Report: Pam presented a report, some of the topics were as follows: 

Fall Fling being organized, Sunday School, Bible Study, GIFT, Christmas Program, Palm Sunday Brunch, 

Christmas Tree Decorating, Christmas Caroling, Computer Tech Class, “Painting for Spiritual Health”, 

Christian Music Jam, Bell Choir 

Pam will also check with the Church Foundation regarding a request for financial assistance regarding 

a member attending a summer camp. 
 

New baskets will be purchased to be used for “passing the plate” by members during offertory. 
 

Property Report: Given by Dave Byram. Parsonage project is complete. Church water issues. Painting. Next major 

project is the replacement of the church's heating plant, which will begin soon. Tile work needed in nursery bath-

room. Jetter-Clean inspection revealed that some drainage pipes are clogged with rock – this could require a lot of 

digging to fix the problem. 
 

Snowflake Dazzle: Wednesday, November 30th. Living Nativity. Promotion of “Parents Night Out” 

during the parade. 
 

Fall Fling: September 11th, at Daly Park 
 

Dietz Brat Stand: September 16th and 17th for Church Kits. 

Congregational Meeting for Structure Review: September 18th. 
 

Artist & Craftsmen Show: Saturday, November 19th, 9:00 a.m.—Noon 
 

Next Council Meeting: Wednesday, September 21st, 7pm. 
 

Meeting Adjourned 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Clerk, Gary Fritz 
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Christian Education Report, Summer 2016 
 

Pam Foster, C E Coordinator 
 

Summer  2016 
 

Vacation Bible School  

Mapleton VBS was held August 6, 7, and 8 on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings.  The hours were from 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Planners included Ann Langworthy from St. Teresa’s, Lynn Massop Peterson from St. John’s, and 

me, Pam Foster, UCM.  Other participating churches were Faith Bible and Beauford United Methodist Church, but 

without representation.   Attendance was approximately 25, roughly half of last year’s.  Three children from the 

United Church were in attendance.  A final evaluation will be done within the next month. 

 

Summer Camp 

Three of our youth attended summer camp this year.  Ally and Abby Bruegger attended the UCC camp and An-

nalivia Bair participated in “Celebrate Me.” 

 

 

Planning for Calendar Year  2016 - 2017 
 

Continuing Programs and Events 

 
Fall Fling 

This annual event, which has always been the Fall kick-off for Sunday School, is scheduled for Sunday, September 

11, once again at Daly Park at 9:00 a.m.  Members of the Church Council are working together to ensure an        

enjoyable, meaningful event.   

 

Sunday School 

The Sunday School Program for this coming Calendar Year is offering a Pre-K - Kindergarten Class, an Elementary 

Class for First – 5th Grades, and a Youth Class for those in 6th – 12th Grades.  A Nursery will be provided for infants 

and toddlers.  Curriculum for Pre-K through Elementary will follow the lectionary and the Pastor’s Children’s  

Messages.  Bibles will be presented on the first day of Sunday School, September 18.  Jeff Carter of Snap Graphics 

is making a Sunday School banner for the church yard which will be placed next to our permanent church sign. 

 

Bible Study led by Pastor Ashley is being organized for Tuesday evenings beginning September  13th at      

7:00 p.m. The class will study the parables of Jesus. 

 

GIFT (Generations in Faith Together) 

Pastor Ashley will continue to lead the GIFT ministry program this Fall on Wednesday evenings from                 

6:00-7:00 p.m., focusing on all generations coming together in fellowship, with dinner, and Christian Education.  

Those who participated last year found the program worthwhile and fun. 

 

PrayGround 

New this fall, beginning September 18 will be a Pray Ground which will be at the front of the Sanctuary and will be 

open to young children during the worship service with quiet toys, Sunday Paper coloring pages, and card making 

kits.  Have we piqued your curiosity?  Come and see! 



Special Events Returning 
 

Christmas Program 

Proposed date:  December 18. 

 

Palm Sunday Brunch  

Proposed date:  Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017. 

 

 

Special Events Proposed 
 

Church Christmas Tree Decorating Party 

An all-church Christmas decorating party is scheduled for Sunday, December 4, immediately after Coffee Hour.   

The party will include the fellowship of dining together with a potluck brunch, and then organized teams will       

decorate the church for celebrating the Christmas season. 

 

Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 11, late afternoon is the proposed time for a Christmas Caroling party. All members of the     

congregation are invited to join this activity.  Carolers will go out and minister to Community Home residents and 

those who are home-bound.  Following the caroling, singers will return to the church for fellowship and a light 

snack. 

 

Computer Technology 

A computer technology class could be offered in January for the purpose of improving communication among our 

congregants, which is vital to the health of our church family. 

 

Painting for Well-Being Workshop  

Sheila Samuelson has expressed an interest in facilitating an art workshop for the purpose of fostering individual 

freedom of expression.  Each attendee would paint a picture of a beautiful flower using acrylics.  The date will be 

announced in a future newsletter. 

 

Christian Music Session 

Sheila Samuelson would like to organize a fun group of guitarists and singers, in a casual setting, for the purpose of 

making holy music together, and at a later date, bringing their newly learned music to a worship service. No         

experience necessary, only the willingness to learn. Please provide your own instrument.  

 

Bell Choir 

We are exploring the feasibility of creating a bell choir with elementary age children.  The group could include     

interested Junior High youth as well. 

 



Sunday, September 11th at 9:00a.m. 

Worship with Open Communion 

Fall Fling celebration after Worship 

Taco-in-a-bag and lawn games 

Bring your favorite lawn chair  

Dress casually for fun and games! 

All are welcome! 

United Church Worship 

& Fall Fling  

at Daly Park  
(West Picnic Shelter) 

Christian Education at United Church 

Children’s Sunday School 
During Sunday worship at 9:00am 

Pray Ground in Sanctuary 

PreK-5th Grade ~ 9:30-10:00am 

Starts September 18th 

 Youth Sunday School 
6th-12th Grade ~ 10:00-11:00am 

Starts September 25th 

G.I.F.T. (Generations in Faith Together) 
All ages together! 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month 

6:00-7:00p.m. (including dinner)  

Starts September 21st 

Adult Bible Study 
Tuesdays at 7:00pm 

Starts September 13th 


